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I. [bookmark: _Toc173750060]General information about the GESPSD Programme: 
The Green Economy and Sustainable Private Sector Development Programme is aiming at strengthening the transition towards an inclusive green economy, designed to enhance the well-being of the Kyrgyz population. In collaboration with our partners, including the Ministry of Economy and Commerce of the Kyrgyz Republic (MoEC) as the main political implementation partner, other state agencies, business associations, micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), NGOs, private individuals, and educational and media institutions, we support the promotion of green economy principles for development. These principles aim to enhance the well-being of the population and foster social equity while concurrently reducing environmental risks. This approach also entails the preservation and constant multiplication of natural capital, efficient resource use, and conservation of the country’s natural ecosystems.
To achieve this, the Programme works through the following three strategic intervention areas:

·    Strengthening evidence-based employment-oriented green economy policies, such as the Green Economy Program, Green Economic Modelling, and the introduction of Green Finance.

·    Support micro, small, and medium-sized enterprises (MSME) to employ economically, socially, and environmentally beneficial green economic practices. The support is catered to enhance sustainable tourism development and production systems in agriculture - fruit and vegetables, rice, and cereal crops. In 2023, a newly introduced approach will promote the adoption of heat pumps as an energy-efficient technology.

·    Advance capacities of associations, public institutions, NGOs, universities, and media institutions in the Kyrgyz green economy to communicate for social and behavioural change (CSBC) to promote green products and services, greener lifestyles, and pro-environmental behaviour amongst promising selected target groups.

·     The Green Economy and Sustainable Private Sector Development Programme is implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH and co-funded by the German Federal Ministry of Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the European Union, and the Swiss Government.

II. [bookmark: _Toc173750061]Background and initial situation
In 2014, by the Decree of the Government of the Kyrgyz Republic, the Regional Development Funds (RDF) were established, the main purpose of which is to finance socio-economic projects in the regions. In particular, the activities of the RDF are aimed at supporting priority initiatives of the local community, cities and aiyl aimaks (village community) that contribute to improving the living standards of citizens, creating conditions for local economic development. 

There are currently 47 funds (including 40 district and 7 oblast funds) operating throughout the country.  The funds are financed from the following budgetary resources (1) the allocation of deductions for the development of infrastructure of local importance in the amount of 2% of the revenues from the sale of minerals, excluding indirect taxes, (2) additional financing from the republican budget, distributed according to a special formula. The funds may be used to finance repairs, reconstruction of infrastructure projects (construction of buildings, structures, roads, water supply systems, power supply, etc.), purchase of property (machinery, equipment, tools, computers, etc.).  

Over the last three years, the volume of development fund financing has increased significantly, from KGS 500 million in 2021 to KGS 2.2 billion in 2024. Nevertheless, projects with an economic orientation and related to the creation of conditions for SME have not taken a dominant position among the financed projects. This is mainly due to the insufficient capacity of the local self-government (LSG) structures to create projects with an economic orientation, as well as the insufficient partnership between the LSG structures and the business community. 

The operating rules of the funds allow for the allocation of funds to projects related to "green technologies" with both a social and an economic orientation. However, these projects are currently not widespread due to a lack of willingness on the part of LSG structures and enterprises to initiate such projects.

At the same time, the Department of Regional Development Policy of the Ministry of Economy and Commerce of the Kyrgyz Republic (MoEC) supports initiatives that provide support for business projects to implement green technologies and in early 2024, the Department of Regional Development Policy of the Ministry of Economy and Trade prepared amendments to the Regulations on the RDF, which provide for the possibility of financing business projects introducing green technologies. The regulation is currently at the stage of approval by the Cabinet of Ministers of the Kyrgyz Republic.  In addition, the MoEC has drafted a Green Taxonomy, which will provide an official classification of goods, services and projects that are recognised as "green", i.e. climate-neutral, energy-efficient and resource-efficient because of their contribution to the decarbonisation of the economy. The measures described are included in the "Green Economy Programme 2024-2028" (GEP II), which was developed by the MoEC with the support of international organisations.  

For a more active participation of the RDF in the process of promoting the green economy in the regions and financing “green” projects, it is also necessary to carry out activities to increase the capacity of local self-government bodies, representatives of the regions that are members of the Supervisory Board of the RDF on green economy, strategic planning, good governance, climate change issues for sustainable development of regions, implementation of the SDGs, etc. 

As a result of the consultations held by the GESPSD Program to promote the green economy in the regions, the Permanent Representative Office of the President (Governor’s office) in the Jalal-Abad Oblast decided to pilot an initiative to finance “green” projects at the expense of the Jalal-Abad RDF in the amount of KGS 10 million in 2025. For this purpose, a competition was announced in July 2024 inviting local communities and SME to submit their project proposals. 

For its part, the GESPSD programme intends to support this pilot project by providing consultancy and training activities for representatives of local self-government bodies, business associations, SMEs and other persons interested in participating in the announced competition and implementing this initiative, with the aim of raising awareness of the need to transition to a green economy, informing about resource saving, energy-efficient technologies, as well as introducing sustainable resource management, etc.

In addition, in order to make a decision on the selection and financing of green project applications, the members of the RDF Steering Committee and other representatives of the local self-government involved in the evaluation of submitted “green” project proposals must acquire knowledge of project evaluation, expected results, positive social and environmental impact.

From 2025, the list of mandatory capacity-building courses for civil and municipal officials will be expanded to include new topics on the green economy and sustainable development.  The GESPSD programme, together with the OSCE, is working with the Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Kyrgyz Republic (ASUPKR) and has planned pilot training events in the Batken and Naryn oblasts. . Through awareness-raising and training in good governance, effective resource management practices, GESPSD aims to strengthen cooperation between business and local governments for the successful implementation of social, investment and economic projects that contribute to the sustainable development of the region.

The programme also provided technical support to partners working in the tourism sector, in particular to 3 Destinations and their members (Destination Osh, Destination South Shore of Issyk-Kul and Destination Karakol) and municipal authorities to raise their awareness of ways to cooperate and obtain funding from state municipal bodies and development funds. As part of this support, trainings and round tables were held on various state sources of funding for private sector initiatives and the most relevant project initiatives were selected. Some of these initiatives were formalized in the form of project proposals. However, their further submission to development funds, finalization of project proposals, if necessary, as well as consultations between business and Destinations during the implementation of projects and the submission of all necessary reports require additional support.

In the course of numerous round tables between the business community and government representatives, the issue of efficient use of unused municipal property to solve local social and economic projects with the participation of the business community is constantly raised. The current regulations are outdated and need to be brought up to date. In this regard, with the support of the GESPSD programme, a draft mechanism for the privatisation of municipal property has been developed to facilitate public-private partnership and to support the private sector in the implementation of socially and economically significant projects and initiatives for local authorities. For further harmonisation and adoption of the developed mechanism it is necessary to continue this work together with interested bodies at the state level with the State Agency for Public Service and Local Self-Government (SAPSLSG), Investment Council, etc. 

In this regard, the GESPSD Program will engage a local expert who will assist in the implementation of a pilot project to finance green initiatives from the Jalal-Abad RDF. The expert will be involved in qualification courses for local authorities in Batken and Naryn oblasts. The expert will also conduct a follow-up on previously started  support to DMOs Osh and Karakol (Destinations Management Organisations) and their members to diversify funding sources and  applying for funding from public sources, including development funds, support during implementation, as well as consulting support in the preparation of the required reports. In addition to the tasks described above, the expert will contribute to the further promotion of the project of mechanisms for the privatization of municipal property by assisting the responsible state body in conducting interdepartmental coordination and approval for implementation. The expert will also provide consultancy services to the JIA Business Association on the issues of effective local resource management and on the problems of interaction between business and LSGs, the solution of which will give impetus to the launch of business initiatives, providing stable income for households and creating additional jobs. JIA is currently implementing a project to promote an inclusive green economy in the regions.  
III. [bookmark: _Hlk46867023][bookmark: _Hlk521920085][bookmark: _Toc173750062]Purpose and objectives of the service provider

Promoting the implementation of program activities aimed at developing and implementing initiatives and business projects on green economy and sustainable development in pilot regions and sectors, as well as improving regulatory frameworks that promote business development in the region.

IV. [bookmark: _Toc173750063]Service provider tasks

The following main tasks have been identified: 
A) Within the framework of the pilot project to launch a competition for financing “green” initiatives in the Jalal-Abad RDF:
1. Capacity building of the Office of the Permanent Representative of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic in Jalal-Abad region, the Directorate of the Development Fund of Jalal-Abad region on sustainable development of regions, promotion of “green” policy instruments (GEP II),  technologies and approaches (including draft Green Taxonomy), and generally green economy concepts (Green Economy Curriculum) and climate action (adaptation and mitigation of GHG, etc.): 
· Preparation of the training program and training materialsп in coordination with experts and partners of the GESPSD Program. 
· Conducting trainings in Jalal-Abad

2. [bookmark: _Hlk171545626][bookmark: _Hlk171542959]Support to the RDF in the preparation and conducting of a trainings on green economy and sustainable development of the regions for potential participants of the competition launched by the Jalal-Abad RDF: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk171542356]Preparation of a training program and hand out on green economy and sustainable development of regions for potential participants (local self-government bodies and SME) from all districts of Jalal-Abad region, in coordination with experts and partners of the GESPSD Program.  
· Conducting practical trainings in Jalal-Abad city and two relevant districts of Jalal-Abad region (Ala-Buka and Toktogul districts – requires final confirmation) for interested participants from local self-government bodies and the private sector.
· Providing recommendations for potential participants in the competition for the preparation of effective project proposals.

3. Support to potential participants in the development of their project proposals: 
· Discussion and identification of potential "green" projects with business associations and their members in Jalal-Abad region, representatives of public organizations and other local self-government associations for submission to the RDF competition with the involvement of local self-government bodies.
· Development or adjustment of existing project proposal and budget templates considering pre-defined and agreed green criteria.
· Assistance in ensuring coordination and cooperation between local self-government bodies and members of the business association in Jalal-Abad region on joint submission of applications for the RDF competition.
· Assistance in the development of at least three project proposals for the sustainable development of the Jalal-Abad region for submission to the RDF competition.

4. Dissemination of experience and recommendations based on the results of pilot support for "green" initiatives with the participation of the RDF: 
· Identification of the main conclusions and recommendations based on the results of pilot support for green initiatives with the participation of the RDF.
· Assistance in disseminating and broadly communicating experience and recommendations based on the results of pilot support for "green" initiatives with the participation of the RDF of the Jalal-Abad region for the work of the RDFs of other regions of the country, using various existing platforms.

B) As part of the capacity building of state and municipal employees in Naryn and Batken oblasts to promote a green economy and sustainable development of the regions 
· Preparation and implementation of a training module on good governance, national policy instruments (GEP II, Green Taxonomy, etc.), sustainable resource management, attracting public and private investment for the development of the region, as well as effective management of budget funds for the implementation of socio-economic projects, including green economy projects.

C) To support the further development of tourist destinations
Further support for 3 Destinations and their members applying for funding from state/municipal sources, including development funds
1. Assistance in the development of new and finalization of existing project proposals;
1. Advising on the submission and defense of project proposals to evaluation committees
1. Accompaniment during the implementation of approved applications to ensure compliance with rules and procedures, as well as advice on the preparation of required reports

D) As part of improving the regulatory framework for business development 
Assistance in the adoption of the developed draft mechanisms for privatization of municipal property
1. Assistance to the responsible state body in interdepartmental coordination of the draft mechanisms for privatization of municipal property
1. Finalization of the draft mechanisms according to the results of interdepartmental coordination
1. Assistance to the responsible state body to approve the developed mechanisms
E) Within the framework of consulting the business association "JIA"
· Assistance in developing a module of the ToT programme on effective management of water, land and pasture resources, as well as on mechanisms of interaction between business and LSGs in the implementation of socio-economic projects.
· Participation in the TOT and holding sessions on the identified issues

In his work, the consultant/expert contacts the Jalal-Abad Regional Development Fund, which provides the logistics of events, the gathering of training participants. In addition, the consultant/expert cooperates with regional associations of entrepreneurs interested in the implementation of "green projects": the JIA Association, the NGO "Destination of Tourism of Jalal-Abad Region" and other organizations. These organizations assist the consultant/expert in organizing meetings with local self-government bodies and business partners.

V. [bookmark: _Toc173750064]Expected results:

1. Capacity building of representatives of the Office of the Permanent Representative of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic in Jalal-Abad region, the Directorate of the Jalal-Abad Region Development Fund on GEP II, Green Taxonomy, sustainable development of regions, promotion of green green technologies and approaches, adaptation to climate change:
· Together with experts on green technologies, a training module was developed for local authorities of the Jalal-Abad region and the Directorate of the RDF including  Green Economy and Sustainable Development topics in terms of developing rules for financing projects, project management, and providing the received municipal property for use by business entities.
· Representatives of the local authorities of the Jalal-Abad region and the RDF Directorate raised their awareness on green economy and sustainable development.

2. Support to the RDF in the preparation and delivery of training on green economy and sustainable development for potential participants in the RDF competition:
· A training program and training materials for applicants on green projects have been developed and are used by applicants and other stakeholders in their activities.
· Four trainings on green economy and sustainable development were conducted for the participants of the competition in Jalal-Abad city (2 times) and two relevant districts of Jalal-Abad region.
· Relevant recommendations for the development of effective project proposals for the competition were developed and distributed among the participants of the trainings.
· Information about the opportunities and support for "green" initiatives from the Jalal-Abad Region Development Fund has been disseminated through various channels and platforms.
3. Support to potential participants in the development of their project proposals:
· Together with business associations and their members in the Jalal-Abad region, potential "green" projects have been identified for submission to the RDF competition with the involvement of local self-government bodies.
· Interaction and cooperation have been established between local self-government bodies and members of the business association in Jalal-Abad region on joint submission of applications for the RDF competition.
· At least three project proposals for the sustainable development of the districts of the Jalal-Abad region have been developed for submission to the RDF competition.
4. Dissemination of experience and recommendations based on the results of pilot support for "green" initiatives with the participation of the RDF:
· The main conclusions and recommendations based on the results of pilot support for "green" initiatives with the participation of the RDF are identified.
· Information was provided on the results of pilot support for "green" initiatives in the Jalal-Abad region with the assistance of the RDF on the relevant platform with the participation of all stakeholders.  
5. Increasing the capacity of state and municipal employees of the Naryn and Batken regions to promote a green economy and sustainable development of the regions
1. The module program was developed and training was conducted for state and municipal employees of Naryn and Batken regions. 
6. Further support for 3 Destinations and their members applying for funding from state/municipal sources, including development funds
1. At least 7 project proposals have been developed and submitted for consideration under various funding funds;
7. Assistance in the adoption of the developed draft mechanisms for privatization of municipal property
1. A draft mechanism for privatization of municipal property has been developed and approved.
8.	Assistance to the JIA business association in the implementation of the project to promote an inclusive green economy
· A module on effective management and interaction between business and LSGs has been developed and TOT participants are applying the knowledge gained in the development of project proposals.
VI. [bookmark: _Toc173750065]Results of research
The service provider will complete all tasks within the established deadlines as described in this Terms of Reference. 

All materials developed and produced during the term of the contract must be transferred to the GESPSD Program. The Service Provider is responsible for the accuracy and reliability of the data and information obtained in the course of fulfilling these terms and conditions. 

The service provider will provide relevant reports (in Russian) on the work done. Reports will be the primary basis for making payments under this assignment. 
	Intermediate results
	Date/place/responsible person
	Acceptance Criteria

	The 1st nd Interim Report must be submitted by
	16-December 2024
	Progress report

	The 2nd  Interim Report must be submitted by
	30 April 2025
	Progress report

	The 3rd Interim Report must be submitted by
	30 June 2025 
	Progress report

	Final report

	30 October 2025.
	Final report

	
	
	














VII. [bookmark: _Toc173750066]Terms
The deadline for completing this assignment is from 1st of September , 2024 to October 30, 2025.

VIII. [bookmark: _Toc173750067]Service Provider Requirements 

The service provider must propose an expert whose experience and qualifications are appropriate to perform the work defined within the terms of reference on the basis of the CV provided.

The following qualifications represent the requirements for achieving the maximum number of points in the technical assessment.

Required qualifications and work experience

1. University degree in economics, management, public sector strengthening and/or good governance, statistics or social sciences (1.1.1)
2. 10 years of experience in the public sector (public administration at local, regional and national level, including local government) (1.1.2)
3. Knowledge and experience on inclusive green economy and sustainable development, energy-efficient technology projects, rational land and water management, zero waste production, etc. (1.1.3)
4. 10 years of proven (CV) experience in the development of economic development projects at national, regional and local levels (1.1.4)
5. Proven (resume) experience working with focus groups, as well as experience as a trainer and facilitator (1.1.5)
6. Proven experience with Regional Development Funds (1.1.6)
7. Proven (summary) experience in mobilizing resources from local and/or national budgets for the implementation of economic projects in regions with the participation of the private sector (1.1.7)
8. Proven (summary) experience in organizing and conducting interactive seminars, master classes and trainings for the public and private sectors (PPD formats) (1.1.8)
9. Fluency in Russian (1.1.9)
10. Knowledge of the Kyrgyz language is an advantage (1.1.10)

[bookmark: _Toc164450132][bookmark: _Toc126094209]Quantitative requirements
The per diem and accommodation amount are reimbursed within the limits set by the rules and regulations of the GIZ Country Office in Kyrgyzstan. 
All trips must be agreed in advance with the employee responsible for the project.
	Paid days 
	Number of experts
	Number of days 
	Comments 

	Capacity building of the Office of the Permanent Representative of the President of the Kyrgyz Republic in Jalal-Abad region, Directorate of the Jalal-Abad Region Development Fund on sustainable development of regions, promotion of green technologies and approaches, adaptation to climate change: (3 days) 

	1
	3
	3 days of business trip to Jalal-Abad

	Support to the RDF in preparing and conducting training on green economy and sustainable development of regions for potential participants of the RDF competition: (14 days) 

	1
	14
	Of these, 10 days of business trip

	Support to potential participants in the development of their project proposals: (14 days) 

	1
	14
	Of these, 7 days of business trip

	Dissemination of experience and recommendations based on the results of pilot support for green initiatives with the participation of the RDF: (5 days) 

	1
	5
	Of these, up to 3 days of business trip

	Increasing the capacity of state and municipal employees of the Naryn and Batken regions to promote a green economy and sustainable development of the regions

	1
	2
	4 days of business trips 

	Further support for 3 Destinations and their members applying for funding from state/municipal sources, including development funds

	1
	38
	20 days of business trips 

	Assistance in the adoption of the developed draft mechanisms for privatization of municipal property

	1
	7
	

	Assisting the JIA Business Association in implementing a project to promote an inclusive green economy
	1
	5
	

	Travel expenses
	Number of expert
	Number of days/ nights 
	Comments 

	Per diem in the destination country
Note: The reduced daily subsistence allowance rate may be calculated on the days of arrival and departure, in accordance with the rules governing travel reimbursement
	1
	Up to  47
	

	Accommodation 
	1
	Up to  45
	

	Transportation costs (taxi, private car)
	1
	Up to 26 trips 
	Payment of indemnities after the availability of appropriate receipts 

	Flights 
	Number of experts
	Number of days/ nights
	Comments

	Domestic flights (round-trip)
	1
	Up to 10
	


[bookmark: _Toc151716739][bookmark: _Toc164450133]
[bookmark: _Toc151716741][bookmark: _Ref508121786][bookmark: _Ref508122384][bookmark: _Ref508122597][bookmark: _Toc508620018][bookmark: _Toc119493847][bookmark: _Toc164450134]Calculate your financial application exactly according to the quantitative requirements of the service specification above. There is no contractual right to use all days/trips or expenses. The number of days/trips and expenses will be determined by the contract as the maximum amounts. 

IX. [bookmark: _Toc173750068]Tender format requirements
The abstract submitted for each examiner may be no more than four pages. The expert's CV should describe the availability of experience in the given parameters, tasks and skills. 
[bookmark: _Toc173750069]X. Location of assignment
Bishkek city, Jalal-Abad city, Jalal-Abad region, Osh city, Osh region, Batken region, Naryn region, Issyk-Kul region.


XI. [bookmark: _Toc173750070]Other:

1. All materials developed under this Assignment are the property of the GESPSD Program and may be transferred to third parties only in agreement with the GESPSD Program. 

2. All materials received by the Contractor in the course of this Assignment from the GESPSD Program and/or its partners cannot be transferred to third parties without the consent of the GESPSD Program and/or its partners.

3. All tax and social deductions for this Task will be included in the amount of the contract and are the responsibility of the Contractor. The contractor will receive additional information about the reporting requirements.

4. "The organisation must generally refrain from incitement to violence or hatred and from wrongful discrimination against persons or groups of persons on the grounds of race, ethnic origin or religion. Such obligation applies to all of the organisation's activities, including those falling outside the framework of the present contract." 
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